Heights and Depths
them all with cheerfulness and even gaiety was Harry Smith's
gallant little Spanish wife.
Not a murmur escaped her but once [says her husband], I had had
no sleep for three nights, our rear being in a very ticklish position.
In sitting by the fire I had fallen asleep, and fell between the fire and
her . . . This change of temperature awoke her, and for the only
time in her life did she cry and say I might have avoided it. She had
just woke out of her sleep, and when cold and shivery our feelings are
acute. In a moment she exclaimed, " How foolish ! You must have
been nice and warm, and to know that is enough for me."1
And so hungry and wet, fighting and falling, the tired and
dispirited army squelched its weary muddy way to the
longed-for haven of Ciudad Rodrigo, and the sheltering
frontiers of Portugal.
The retreat ended on November i8th just as the temper,
patience, and discipline of the army was on the point of
breaking, had indeed to a great extent already broken, so
that its subordination was seriously threatened. c*. . . Noth-
ing ", observes a cavalry officer, " could equal the irregularity
of the troops . . . discipline was lost, and men did (in the
infantry) what they pleased, unreproved by their officers/* *
Neither was insubordination confined to the* ranks, and
an incident which occurred on tie last day of the retreat
forms a very pretty example of its existence in high places.
Lord Wellington had ordered the army to take a certain
road, longer and apparently more difficult than the direct one;
this {says Napier] seemed so extraordinary to some general officers,
that, after consulting together, they deemed their commander unfit to
OTxhict the army and led their troops by what appeared to them the
fittest Hue of retreat 1 He [Lord Wellington] had before daylight
placed himself at an important point on his own road, and waited
impatiently for the arrival of the leading division until dawn; then
suspecting what had happened he galloped to the other road and found
the would-be commanders stopped by water. The insubordination
and the danger to the army were alike glaring, yet the practical rebuke
was so severe and well timed, the humiliation so. complete and so deeply
1 Sir Harry Smith, VcL /, p. SG.               2 Tomtdnsony p. 224.